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4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1-7.16.17 and 21-23 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

1) ^| Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5 ) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 5 



Application/Control Number: 10/608,889 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2457 

DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . This action is responsive to amendment filed on October 20, 2008, where Applicant 
amended claims 1,16,17 and added new claim 23. Claims 1-7,16,17,21-23 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, filed 10/20/08, have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground(s) of rejection is made below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1,17,23 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. In claim 1 for example, line states "said retrieved information" and line 18 states 
"said information". It is unclear if these two limitations are referring to the same "retrieved" 
information. Line 6 seems to be referring to retrieving information stored IN a data store (of lines 
2-3), while line 18 seems to be in regards to information that is only RELATED to the data store 
(i.e. the identification in lines 15-16). It is unclear how these two informations relate to each 
other relative to the data store, or how they can be resolved to be the same information. The 
claim appears contradictory in this manner. 
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5. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement and rendering the claim indefinite. Claim elements, "means 
for" are means (or step) plus function limitations that invoke 35 U.S.C. 1 12, sixth paragraph. 
However, the written description fails to disclose the corresponding structure, material, or acts 
for the claimed function. 

Applicant is required to: 

(a) Amend the claim so that the claim limitation will no longer be a means (or step) plus function limitation 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, sixth paragraph; or 

(b) Amend the written description of the specification such that it expressly recites what structure, material, or 
acts perform the claimed function without introducing any new matter (35 U.S.C. 132(a)). 

If applicant is of the opinion that the written description of the specification already 
implicitly or inherently discloses the corresponding structure, material, or acts so that one of 
ordinary skill in the art would recognize what structure, material, or acts perform the claimed 
function, applicant is required to clarify the record by either: 

(a) Amending the written description of the specification such that it expressly recites the corresponding 
structure, material, or acts for performing the claimed function and clearly links or associates the structure, 
material, or acts to the claimed function, without introducing any new matter (35 U.S.C. 132(a)); or 

(b) Stating on the record what the corresponding structure, material, or acts, which are implicitly or inherently set 
forth in the written description of the specification, perform the claimed function. For more information, see 37 
CFR 1.75(d) aidMPEP 2181 and 608.01(o). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a paten! granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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7. Claims 1-7,16,17,21-23 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Singhal et al (US Patent No 6,925,481). 

8. In reference to claim 1, Singhal teaches a method, comprising: 

generating a request at a user terminal device for retrieving information stored in at least 
one data store in another device (column 10 lines 15-25), 

transmitting said generated request to said other device, which is specified by a 
predefined address information thereof (column 10 lines 15-35); and 

applying said retrieved information received by said user terminal device to configure 
one or more applications executable thereat to enable said applications accessing said at least one 
data store to obtain data of at least one content type therefrom (column 9 lines 20-37 and column 
12 lines 1-23), wherein said request comprises: 

at least one data store descriptor suitable for characterizing said at least one data store, 
said at least one data store descriptor identifying at least one content type of data stored in said at 
least one data store (column 8 lines 57-67 and column 12 lines 24-37); 
and 

a command for instructing a second device to identify at least one data store matching 
with said at least one data store descriptor, to retrieve information relating to said at least one 
identified data store and to return said retrieved information to said user device (column 8 line 57 
- column 9 line 25 and column 16 lines 60-62), 

wherein said information comprises address information of said at least one data store 
relative to said predefined address information of said other device (column 13 lines 33-63), and 
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wherein data of said at least one content type is provided at said user terminal device 
(column 15 lines 52-65). 

9. In reference to claim 2, Singhal teaches the method according to claim I, wherein said 
generating comprises: identifying said at least one data store descriptor to be coded (column 12 
lines 24-37 and column 16 lines 60-62). 

10. In reference to claim 3, Singhal teaches method according to claim 1, wherein said at 
least one data store descriptor comprises at least one data type descriptor relating to at least one 
data content type (column 8 line 57 - column 9 line 25 and column 16 lines 60-62). 

11. In reference to claim 4, Singhal teaches the method according to claim 3, wherein said 
data type descriptor is a multipurpose Internet mail extension content type definition (column 15 
lines 1-5). 

12. In reference to claim 5, Singhal teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein said 
information relating to said at least one data store includes an address information for enabling 
access to said at least one data store (column 8 line 57 - column 9 line 25 and column 16 lines 
60-62). 

13. In reference to claim 6, Singhal teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein said 
request is based on the synchronization markup language protocol (column 6 lines 7-15). 

14. In reference to claim 21, Singhal teaches the method according to claim 1, further 
comprising: retrieving data stored on said at least one identified data store using said one or 
more configured applications executed on said user terminal device in a subsequent process 
(column 12 lines 24-37). 
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15. In reference to claim 22, Singhal teaches the method according to claim 1 , wherein said 
retrieved information relating to said at least one identified data store includes at least one of 
access control information, access right information, data store preferences and data store 
properties (column 12 lines 24-37). 

16. In reference to claims 16,17,23 these are computer readable medium and device claims 
respectively that both correspond to the method claim of claim 1 . Therefore, claims 16,17,23 are 
rejected based upon the same rationale as given for claim 1 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

17. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

18. Claim 7 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Singhal et al 
(US Patent No 6,925,481) in view of SyncML Protocol (December 2000). 

19. In reference to claim 7, Singhal teaches the method according to claim 6. Singhal fails to 
explicitly teach wherein said command of said request is a modified ALERT command having a 
specific ALERT CODE and including a META element containing a TYPE element for defining 
said at least one data store descriptor. However, these are old and well known features of 
SyncML as described in the SyncML Protocol (see at least pgs 10,33-35,53). It therefore would 
have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Singhal wherein the command of 
said request is a modified ALERT command having a specific ALERT CODE and including a 
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META element containing a TYPE element for defining said at least one data store descriptor as 
is described in the SyncML protocol standard for the purpose of retrieving data store 
information. 



Conclusion 

20. The above rejections are based upon the broadest reasonable interpretation of the claims. 
Applicant is advised that the specified citations of the relied upon prior art, in the above 
rejections, are only representative of the teachings of the prior art, and that any other supportive 
sections within the entirety of the reference (including any figures, incorporation by references, 
claims and/or priority documents) is implied as being applied to teach the scope of the claims. 

21 . Applicant may not introduce any new matter to the claims or to the specification. For any 
subsequent response that contains new/amended claims. Applicant is required to cite its 
corresponding support in the specification. (Sec MPEP chapter 2163.03 section (I.) and chapter 
2163.04 section (I.) and chapter 2163.06) 

22. In formulating a response/amendment, Applicant is encouraged to take into consideration 
the prior art made of record but not relied upon, as it is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See attached Form 892. 

23 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 



CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RAMY M. OSMAN whose telephone number is (571)272-4008. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Ramy M Osman/ February 1 1 , 2009 

Examiner, Art Unit 2457 



/ARIO ETIENNE/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2457 



